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ministrator after the cession. Among his assistants was Mr.
Robertson, who became afterwards the head of the district
administration. Eobertson was keenly alive to the utter want
of trees in an otherwise fine territory, and caused numerous
groves to be planted in .suitable places. He died in the district,
and on his tombstone there is a record of his labours to restore
shade and verdure to the land. Of these beautiful groves many
are preserved, while others have been injured and some even
destroyed. It was in one of these umbrageous woods, so grateful
in a bare and treeless tract, that Sir Thomas Munro was
encamped when he was seized with the cholera which rapidly
carried him off. "We encamped for two days on the very spot,
and there many thousands of poor people, candidates for relief,
were assembled for our inspection.

Some years previously cotton-mills had been successfully
established in the Bellary district, and were once busily at
work. But now, owing to failure of the cotton supply, the
factories were closed and the machinery was at a standstill.

In these districts the most interesting place is the site of the
ruined Hindu city of Bijayanagar, near the present village of
Hamphe. These famous ruins, extending over many square
miles, are in the very first rank among the sights even of this
wonderful empire. The kingdom of Bijayanagar comprised the
best part of southern India, and for some time stemmed the
tide of Muhammadan conquest. It was subdued at length by
an alliance of the several Muhammadan Icings of the Deccan,
and with its fall the last hopes of Hindu autonomy in the
peninsula were extinguished. The style of its architecture is
for the most part primitive, but the quaintness is very attrac-
tive. We observed with admiration the remains of gateways,
cisterns, fountains, terraces, towers, palaces, elephant stables;
and were enabled to realize the spots where the Rajputs of old
must have held the reviews, pageants, tournaments, festivals,
and other spectacles in which Orientals delight. The earliest
temples were perhaps not remarkable, but at a somewhat later
period some fanes were erected, outside the city, which are
deemed by antiquarians to be among the most ornate specimens